
WEDDING INVITATION
TIMELINE

how to get your wedding invitations into your guests’ hands on time
also known as

Begin designing wedding invitations
(allow extra time for upgraded
finishing such as letterpress and foil)

Approve Save the Dates

Receive and send out your
Save the Dates

5-6 MONTHS

Send out Bachelorette party invites

Plan and design the ‘day of’ details:

       seating charts

       place cards and menus

       ceremony programs

       thank yous

Create bridal shower guest list
(and hand it over to your MOH or mom!)

Design Bridal Shower Invites

Approve wedding invitations for print

Create a guest list

Start gathering imagery and create
a Pinterest inspiration board
(Include colors, textures and finishes, and
specific details that you want to include)

Hire your designer!

Design Save the Dates

Receive final invitations from your designer

Stuff, stamp and send them out!

Make sure to weigh your invitations and buy
enough (cute) postage once you have the
invitations in hand.

Take a step back and LOOK around
at all of your loved ones.
Just enjoy it!

Mail thank you notes 2-3 months
after your wedding

WEDDING DAY
AND BEYOND

6-9 MONTHS

2-4 MONTHS

6-8 WEEKS

1-2  MONTHS

W W W . C H E L S E A B D E S I G N S T U D I O . C O M



THE stress free GUIDE TO EXCLUSIVELY LUXE
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT WEDDING INVITATIONS
(and how to make sure they are in your guests’ hands on time)

Let me guess, you have had a busy workday full of meetings and appointments, but are really just looking forward to happy hour with 
your fiancé and closest friends. Your weekend will be jam packed with events and outings, only to rush into another busy work week, 
wondering where the time has gone.

Oh yeah, and you're planning a wedding too...when the heck are you supposed to figure THAT all out. 

Let me take at least one thing off your plate with this stress free guide to exclusively luxe wedding invitations. I’ll explain the who, what, 
where and when of custom wedding invitations, along with some of my favorite high end finishes for those glamorously one-of-a-kind 
invitations you’ve been drooling over…in your mind of course, because OF COURSE they don’t exist anywhere.

First things first…

the WHO
(no, not the band…)

Just in case you thought this was going to be a magical guide on who you should or shouldn’t invite to the wedding...let me apologize. 
I can’t actually tell you who and who not to invite, but I will agree that it’s one of the most difficult parts of wedding invitations. You and 
your fiancé just have to draw that line somewhere and stick to it (no matter how hard your mom may push!)

I can, however, tell you what vendors you will need to have involved and contracted by the time you get started on your 
wedding invitations.

In order to make sure all of the appropriate information is included in the invitations, it’s always good to have your wedding planner and 
photographer on board first. They book far in advance, and will most likely be your main source of information.

Your wedding planner will be your guardian angel during the entire wedding planning process, so make sure you pick a good one, 
and hold on tight! Aaaand maybe treat them to a latte or two (or five).  Your photographer will be integral to choosing the ceremony 
time since they will know the best time for photography and light on your wedding day, so make sure they are involved in setting
the day’s timeline.

These two key players will make wedding planning a breeze, and will make sure that all of the detailed information will be ready to 
go when it’s time to design the invitations…which in turn will give the guests plenty of time to buy those fancy dancing shoes!

the WHAT
I’m sure you know by now that wedding invitations aren’t just wedding invitations anymore. They are the one thing that is needed to 
turn all this planning into a reality, and without them, none of your family and friends will even show up (can you even imagine?!).

On top of that, this is the first physical introduction your guests will have of your wedding style and your life as a couple.

No pressure, right?

There are a few printing processes and finishes that will really WOW your guests, and I’m sure they are the exact samples you have 
Pinned over and over again on your “Wedding Inspiration” board.

LETTERPRESS AND FOIL

These are a couple of buzzwords that are thrown around in the wedding invitation world that everyone “ooohs and aaaahs” over, but 
what the heck do they actually mean?

Letterpress is a traditional printing art form that started in the early 19th century using caste iron machinery to create a premium and 
luxurious tactile quality to your invitations. The machine actually presses the ink into cottony soft paper, creating a slight de-boss effect 
where the machine hits the paper. Each piece is hand crafted, and ink is added to the machine one color at a time. 

Even if you forgo any ink, the printer is able to press texture and pattern into the paper, creating a subtle and super elegant “tone on 
tone” effect.

Because of this process, more colors will mean more money. I know you are looking for that understated glamour, so for you…I think 
it’s definitely worth it.

Along the same lines as letterpress is the foiling process. This is a similar process where metallic foils of any color (gold, copper, even 
black and white) are pressed onto the paper and sealed with heat. It creates that shimmery drool-worthy metallic effect that will match 
all your jewelry and shoes. It really does create a jaw-dropping invitation, and is by far my favorite wedding invitation finish. It works well 
by itself for a simplified elegance, or as an accent to colorful patterns and textures to really pack a punch.

LASER CUTTING

You know when you see cards that have an intricate pattern or text actually cut out from the card so you can see through? That, my 
dear, is laser cutting.

Machines really do use a laser (definite cool points!) To cut the paper away, revealing colors and textures on the pieces layered below. 
When layering the individual pieces of your wedding invitation suite, (response card and envelope are stacked on the accommodations 
card, which is stacked on the main invitation) this is an incredible way to show “sneak peaks” of each layer, and excite your guests as 
they find each new level of information and design. This allows us to use each layer individually (as well as a whole) to infuse each part 
of your personality and wedding themes. 

Laser cut pieces can be used as an inner envelope or pocket fold, or to cut shapes and patterns into the invitation itself. Because this 
process is largely up to how fast the laser can move, it will require some extra lead time and expense. But again, the combination of this 
and a letterpress or foil piece will surely make all your friends and family jealous of the pretty paper in hand. Frame-worthy for sure…
but you won’t want to put it down long enough to frame!

EXTRAS

To REALLY push your invitations over the edge into extravagance, the finishing touches will make all the difference. Think about wax 
seals, inner envelopes, vellum overlays, silk ribbon, and other personal touches that are unique to only you. These are the things that 
will speak directly to your guests, and will express your unique style in a way no one else can.

As a designer, these little touches are the most exciting part to pull together and incorporate!

the WHERE
This may or may not be a silly one, because as organized as you are, I’m sure you know that choosing your venue is one of the first 
boxes to check…

But if you don’t…book your venue first.

When you are booking, make sure to ask if they provide on site catering or if you will need to contact a company on your own. 

Once your caterer is determined, nail down the general feel of the wedding you want to have, from sit down, to stationed, to a simple 
cocktail hour receptions. This will help determine the feel of the invitations themselves, and will determine if meal choices are needed 
on the response cards. You may also need to incorporate the menu into some day of pieces, so when it comes time for that you will 
already be ahead of the game!

After the venue is booked, contact the area hotels and make sure that you reserve a block of rooms for your guests. They will all want 
to see as much of you as possible that weekend…so let them! Arrange the honeymoon suite for yourselves, and a block of rooms (at 
the opposite end of the hotel) for your guests. You can schedule the morning after brunch with everyone, and then jet off to your 
beautiful (and relaxing) honeymoon destination…just the two of you.

It’s not often that all your favorite people are in one place, so even though it will be hectic, try to soak up the love and the feeling of 
this weekend. It’s truly unforgettable.

Additionally, hotels will often times provide transportation to and from the venue, so make sure to arrange transportation for your guests, 
as well as for yourself and your bridal party! All of the hotel and transportation information can be included on an accommodations 
card in your invitation suite, and you can further direct them to your wedding website with even more information on tourist attractions, 
and wedding weekend events. 

Don’t wait until the last minute for this one…unless you want to cram that beautiful dress into the back of a sedan with 2 other 
people…which I definitely don’t recommend.

the WHEN
So now that you know all the details you could possibly need to know…when the heck do you need to send the invitations out?

To answer this as quickly and simply as possible, I’ve included a quick little printable checklist for you on the next page. I know you 
love organization as much as I do…so go enjoy. And start checking off those boxes!

And just because it’s near and dear to me…

the WHY
Why invest in wedding invitations? Well…that’s a topic for another time, but it is one of the only tangible things that you are able to 
take away from your wedding day. So why not design the stunner of an invitation that you have always dreamed of, and then frame it 
to decorate your new home. 

It’s a no brainer for me…but I may be slightly biased. You will always be able to look at the invitations and reminisce on the days events, 
and maybe even show your kids and grandkids the fun and wonderful memories that were made. That in and of itself is enough.

So now that you have the who, what, where, when AND why of luxe wedding invitations, take a deep breath, and exhale. Doesn’t that 
feel so much better?! 
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Let me guess, you have had a busy workday full of meetings and appointments, but are really just looking forward to happy hour with 
your fiancé and closest friends. Your weekend will be jam packed with events and outings, only to rush into another busy work week, 
wondering where the time has gone.

Oh yeah, and you're planning a wedding too...when the heck are you supposed to figure THAT all out. 

Let me take at least one thing off your plate with this stress free guide to exclusively luxe wedding invitations. I’ll explain the who, what, 
where and when of custom wedding invitations, along with some of my favorite high end finishes for those glamorously one-of-a-kind 
invitations you’ve been drooling over…in your mind of course, because OF COURSE they don’t exist anywhere.

First things first…

the WHO
(no, not the band…)

Just in case you thought this was going to be a magical guide on who you should or shouldn’t invite to the wedding...let me apologize. 
I can’t actually tell you who and who not to invite, but I will agree that it’s one of the most difficult parts of wedding invitations. You and 
your fiancé just have to draw that line somewhere and stick to it (no matter how hard your mom may push!)

I can, however, tell you what vendors you will need to have involved and contracted by the time you get started on your 
wedding invitations.

In order to make sure all of the appropriate information is included in the invitations, it’s always good to have your wedding planner and 
photographer on board first. They book far in advance, and will most likely be your main source of information.

Your wedding planner will be your guardian angel during the entire wedding planning process, so make sure you pick a good one, 
and hold on tight! Aaaand maybe treat them to a latte or two (or five).  Your photographer will be integral to choosing the ceremony 
time since they will know the best time for photography and light on your wedding day, so make sure they are involved in setting
the day’s timeline.

These two key players will make wedding planning a breeze, and will make sure that all of the detailed information will be ready to 
go when it’s time to design the invitations…which in turn will give the guests plenty of time to buy those fancy dancing shoes!

the WHAT
I’m sure you know by now that wedding invitations aren’t just wedding invitations anymore. They are the one thing that is needed to 
turn all this planning into a reality, and without them, none of your family and friends will even show up (can you even imagine?!).

On top of that, this is the first physical introduction your guests will have of your wedding style and your life as a couple.

No pressure, right?

There are a few printing processes and finishes that will really WOW your guests, and I’m sure they are the exact samples you have 
Pinned over and over again on your “Wedding Inspiration” board.

LETTERPRESS AND FOIL

These are a couple of buzzwords that are thrown around in the wedding invitation world that everyone “ooohs and aaaahs” over, but 
what the heck do they actually mean?

Letterpress is a traditional printing art form that started in the early 19th century using caste iron machinery to create a premium and 
luxurious tactile quality to your invitations. The machine actually presses the ink into cottony soft paper, creating a slight de-boss effect 
where the machine hits the paper. Each piece is hand crafted, and ink is added to the machine one color at a time. 

Even if you forgo any ink, the printer is able to press texture and pattern into the paper, creating a subtle and super elegant “tone on 
tone” effect.

Because of this process, more colors will mean more money. I know you are looking for that understated glamour, so for you…I think 
it’s definitely worth it.

Along the same lines as letterpress is the foiling process. This is a similar process where metallic foils of any color (gold, copper, even 
black and white) are pressed onto the paper and sealed with heat. It creates that shimmery drool-worthy metallic effect that will match 
all your jewelry and shoes. It really does create a jaw-dropping invitation, and is by far my favorite wedding invitation finish. It works well 
by itself for a simplified elegance, or as an accent to colorful patterns and textures to really pack a punch.

LASER CUTTING

You know when you see cards that have an intricate pattern or text actually cut out from the card so you can see through? That, my 
dear, is laser cutting.

Machines really do use a laser (definite cool points!) To cut the paper away, revealing colors and textures on the pieces layered below. 
When layering the individual pieces of your wedding invitation suite, (response card and envelope are stacked on the accommodations 
card, which is stacked on the main invitation) this is an incredible way to show “sneak peaks” of each layer, and excite your guests as 
they find each new level of information and design. This allows us to use each layer individually (as well as a whole) to infuse each part 
of your personality and wedding themes. 

Laser cut pieces can be used as an inner envelope or pocket fold, or to cut shapes and patterns into the invitation itself. Because this 
process is largely up to how fast the laser can move, it will require some extra lead time and expense. But again, the combination of this 
and a letterpress or foil piece will surely make all your friends and family jealous of the pretty paper in hand. Frame-worthy for sure…
but you won’t want to put it down long enough to frame!

EXTRAS

To REALLY push your invitations over the edge into extravagance, the finishing touches will make all the difference. Think about wax 
seals, inner envelopes, vellum overlays, silk ribbon, and other personal touches that are unique to only you. These are the things that 
will speak directly to your guests, and will express your unique style in a way no one else can.

As a designer, these little touches are the most exciting part to pull together and incorporate!

the WHERE
This may or may not be a silly one, because as organized as you are, I’m sure you know that choosing your venue is one of the first 
boxes to check…

But if you don’t…book your venue first.

When you are booking, make sure to ask if they provide on site catering or if you will need to contact a company on your own. 

Once your caterer is determined, nail down the general feel of the wedding you want to have, from sit down, to stationed, to a simple 
cocktail hour receptions. This will help determine the feel of the invitations themselves, and will determine if meal choices are needed 
on the response cards. You may also need to incorporate the menu into some day of pieces, so when it comes time for that you will 
already be ahead of the game!

After the venue is booked, contact the area hotels and make sure that you reserve a block of rooms for your guests. They will all want 
to see as much of you as possible that weekend…so let them! Arrange the honeymoon suite for yourselves, and a block of rooms (at 
the opposite end of the hotel) for your guests. You can schedule the morning after brunch with everyone, and then jet off to your 
beautiful (and relaxing) honeymoon destination…just the two of you.

It’s not often that all your favorite people are in one place, so even though it will be hectic, try to soak up the love and the feeling of 
this weekend. It’s truly unforgettable.

Additionally, hotels will often times provide transportation to and from the venue, so make sure to arrange transportation for your guests, 
as well as for yourself and your bridal party! All of the hotel and transportation information can be included on an accommodations 
card in your invitation suite, and you can further direct them to your wedding website with even more information on tourist attractions, 
and wedding weekend events. 

Don’t wait until the last minute for this one…unless you want to cram that beautiful dress into the back of a sedan with 2 other 
people…which I definitely don’t recommend.

the WHEN
So now that you know all the details you could possibly need to know…when the heck do you need to send the invitations out?

To answer this as quickly and simply as possible, I’ve included a quick little printable checklist for you on the next page. I know you 
love organization as much as I do…so go enjoy. And start checking off those boxes!

And just because it’s near and dear to me…

the WHY
Why invest in wedding invitations? Well…that’s a topic for another time, but it is one of the only tangible things that you are able to 
take away from your wedding day. So why not design the stunner of an invitation that you have always dreamed of, and then frame it 
to decorate your new home. 

It’s a no brainer for me…but I may be slightly biased. You will always be able to look at the invitations and reminisce on the days events, 
and maybe even show your kids and grandkids the fun and wonderful memories that were made. That in and of itself is enough.

So now that you have the who, what, where, when AND why of luxe wedding invitations, take a deep breath, and exhale. Doesn’t that 
feel so much better?! 
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Let me guess, you have had a busy workday full of meetings and appointments, but are really just looking forward to happy hour with 
your fiancé and closest friends. Your weekend will be jam packed with events and outings, only to rush into another busy work week, 
wondering where the time has gone.

Oh yeah, and you're planning a wedding too...when the heck are you supposed to figure THAT all out. 

Let me take at least one thing off your plate with this stress free guide to exclusively luxe wedding invitations. I’ll explain the who, what, 
where and when of custom wedding invitations, along with some of my favorite high end finishes for those glamorously one-of-a-kind 
invitations you’ve been drooling over…in your mind of course, because OF COURSE they don’t exist anywhere.

First things first…

the WHO
(no, not the band…)

Just in case you thought this was going to be a magical guide on who you should or shouldn’t invite to the wedding...let me apologize. 
I can’t actually tell you who and who not to invite, but I will agree that it’s one of the most difficult parts of wedding invitations. You and 
your fiancé just have to draw that line somewhere and stick to it (no matter how hard your mom may push!)

I can, however, tell you what vendors you will need to have involved and contracted by the time you get started on your 
wedding invitations.

In order to make sure all of the appropriate information is included in the invitations, it’s always good to have your wedding planner and 
photographer on board first. They book far in advance, and will most likely be your main source of information.

Your wedding planner will be your guardian angel during the entire wedding planning process, so make sure you pick a good one, 
and hold on tight! Aaaand maybe treat them to a latte or two (or five).  Your photographer will be integral to choosing the ceremony 
time since they will know the best time for photography and light on your wedding day, so make sure they are involved in setting
the day’s timeline.

These two key players will make wedding planning a breeze, and will make sure that all of the detailed information will be ready to 
go when it’s time to design the invitations…which in turn will give the guests plenty of time to buy those fancy dancing shoes!

the WHAT
I’m sure you know by now that wedding invitations aren’t just wedding invitations anymore. They are the one thing that is needed to 
turn all this planning into a reality, and without them, none of your family and friends will even show up (can you even imagine?!).

On top of that, this is the first physical introduction your guests will have of your wedding style and your life as a couple.

No pressure, right?

There are a few printing processes and finishes that will really WOW your guests, and I’m sure they are the exact samples you have 
Pinned over and over again on your “Wedding Inspiration” board.

LETTERPRESS AND FOIL

These are a couple of buzzwords that are thrown around in the wedding invitation world that everyone “ooohs and aaaahs” over, but 
what the heck do they actually mean?

Letterpress is a traditional printing art form that started in the early 19th century using caste iron machinery to create a premium and 
luxurious tactile quality to your invitations. The machine actually presses the ink into cottony soft paper, creating a slight de-boss effect 
where the machine hits the paper. Each piece is hand crafted, and ink is added to the machine one color at a time. 

Even if you forgo any ink, the printer is able to press texture and pattern into the paper, creating a subtle and super elegant “tone on 
tone” effect.

Because of this process, more colors will mean more money. I know you are looking for that understated glamour, so for you…I think 
it’s definitely worth it.

Along the same lines as letterpress is the foiling process. This is a similar process where metallic foils of any color (gold, copper, even 
black and white) are pressed onto the paper and sealed with heat. It creates that shimmery drool-worthy metallic effect that will match 
all your jewelry and shoes. It really does create a jaw-dropping invitation, and is by far my favorite wedding invitation finish. It works well 
by itself for a simplified elegance, or as an accent to colorful patterns and textures to really pack a punch.

LASER CUTTING

You know when you see cards that have an intricate pattern or text actually cut out from the card so you can see through? That, my 
dear, is laser cutting.

Machines really do use a laser (definite cool points!) To cut the paper away, revealing colors and textures on the pieces layered below. 
When layering the individual pieces of your wedding invitation suite, (response card and envelope are stacked on the accommodations 
card, which is stacked on the main invitation) this is an incredible way to show “sneak peaks” of each layer, and excite your guests as 
they find each new level of information and design. This allows us to use each layer individually (as well as a whole) to infuse each part 
of your personality and wedding themes. 

Laser cut pieces can be used as an inner envelope or pocket fold, or to cut shapes and patterns into the invitation itself. Because this 
process is largely up to how fast the laser can move, it will require some extra lead time and expense. But again, the combination of this 
and a letterpress or foil piece will surely make all your friends and family jealous of the pretty paper in hand. Frame-worthy for sure…
but you won’t want to put it down long enough to frame!

EXTRAS

To REALLY push your invitations over the edge into extravagance, the finishing touches will make all the difference. Think about wax 
seals, inner envelopes, vellum overlays, silk ribbon, and other personal touches that are unique to only you. These are the things that 
will speak directly to your guests, and will express your unique style in a way no one else can.

As a designer, these little touches are the most exciting part to pull together and incorporate!

the WHERE
This may or may not be a silly one, because as organized as you are, I’m sure you know that choosing your venue is one of the first 
boxes to check…

But if you don’t…book your venue first.

When you are booking, make sure to ask if they provide on site catering or if you will need to contact a company on your own. 

Once your caterer is determined, nail down the general feel of the wedding you want to have, from sit down, to stationed, to a simple 
cocktail hour receptions. This will help determine the feel of the invitations themselves, and will determine if meal choices are needed 
on the response cards. You may also need to incorporate the menu into some day of pieces, so when it comes time for that you will 
already be ahead of the game!

After the venue is booked, contact the area hotels and make sure that you reserve a block of rooms for your guests. They will all want 
to see as much of you as possible that weekend…so let them! Arrange the honeymoon suite for yourselves, and a block of rooms (at 
the opposite end of the hotel) for your guests. You can schedule the morning after brunch with everyone, and then jet off to your 
beautiful (and relaxing) honeymoon destination…just the two of you.

It’s not often that all your favorite people are in one place, so even though it will be hectic, try to soak up the love and the feeling of 
this weekend. It’s truly unforgettable.

Additionally, hotels will often times provide transportation to and from the venue, so make sure to arrange transportation for your guests, 
as well as for yourself and your bridal party! All of the hotel and transportation information can be included on an accommodations 
card in your invitation suite, and you can further direct them to your wedding website with even more information on tourist attractions, 
and wedding weekend events. 

Don’t wait until the last minute for this one…unless you want to cram that beautiful dress into the back of a sedan with 2 other 
people…which I definitely don’t recommend.

the WHEN
So now that you know all the details you could possibly need to know…when the heck do you need to send the invitations out?

To answer this as quickly and simply as possible, I’ve included a quick little printable checklist for you on the next page. I know you 
love organization as much as I do…so go enjoy. And start checking off those boxes!

And just because it’s near and dear to me…

the WHY
Why invest in wedding invitations? Well…that’s a topic for another time, but it is one of the only tangible things that you are able to 
take away from your wedding day. So why not design the stunner of an invitation that you have always dreamed of, and then frame it 
to decorate your new home. 

It’s a no brainer for me…but I may be slightly biased. You will always be able to look at the invitations and reminisce on the days events, 
and maybe even show your kids and grandkids the fun and wonderful memories that were made. That in and of itself is enough.

So now that you have the who, what, where, when AND why of luxe wedding invitations, take a deep breath, and exhale. Doesn’t that 
feel so much better?! 

NOW IT’S YOUR TURN

Hop back onto my website and add me to those inspiration boards so I can play along too. I promise to be your 
honorary bridesmaid and will squeal with joy when I receive the invitations back from the printer. 

And if you’ve followed me for a while, you KNOW that I will share those invitations over and over. I know I will love 
them as much as you will…so stop waiting, and let’s just get started today!


